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Woodsborough & Frederick Turnpike Tollhouse C. 1858 
Walkersville 
Private 

The Woodsborough and Frederick Turnpike Tollhouse is a two story 
brick structure laid in common bond on a low, random coursed 
stone foundation. It is four bays wide on the front (south) 
facade, two bays wide on the rear (north), and one room deep. A 
small interior end chimney is at each gable end above the standing 
seam metal roof. A simple boxed cornice is under the eaves along 
each long elevation, and flat wood bargeboards stretch from the 
cornice to the chimney. 

Since there are no navigable streams through Frederick County, the 
people here have been dependent on roads as a system of transpor­
tation from the county's beginning. The Monocacy Road was peti­
tioned for by Joseph Wood in 1746 and 1749. Following much the 
same route as the later Woodsborough and Frederick Turnpike, the 
road went through present day Woodsboro from Frederick City. 

By 1881, there were approximately thirteen turnpikes in and around 
the City of Frederick. One was the Woodsborough Turnpike Company--
Ezra Cramer, Michael Shank, Daniel Burrier, Dewitt C. Johnson and 
John Norn's, directors—which was first organized in 1855. The 
toll road let from Frederick through Walkersville to Woodsborough, 
connecting with other roads which let to York, Lancaster, and 
finally Philadelphia. The tollhouse near Walkersville was one of 
many tollhouses along the road. 

The Woodsborough and Frederick Turnpike Company was incorporated 
in September 1869 "for the purpose of keeping in repair and good 
traveling condition, the turnpike road from Woodsboro to Frederick 
and Libertown Turnpike. 

Although it is not known when the tollhouse was built, a building 
is located on the Isaac Bond Map of 1858 as a "toll house." It is 
possible that the building was used as a residence before it was 
owned by the turnpike company, since the Johnson's reserved the 
right for use of the well of water on the premises when the proper­
ty was sold. By the early 20th century, the turnpike had disbanded 
and the toll property was sold. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The tollhouse sitting on the east side of 'Maryland Route 194 south of 
Walkersville was once part of the toll roa.cj run by the Woodsborough and 
Frederick Turnpike Company. 

• 

The building is a two-story brick structure laid in common bond on a 
low, random-coursed stone foundation. It is four bays wide on the front 
(south) facade, two bays wide on the rear (north), and one room deep. A 
small interior end ch1mney«at each gable end above the standing seam metal 
roof. A simple boxed cornice is under the eaves along each long elevation, 
and flat wood bargeboards stretch from the cornice to the chimney. 

The south facade has two entrances located in the two center bays • 
and a window in each end bay. Both windows, presently boarded up, probably 
contained 6/6, double-hung sash. A one-story porch is located across 
this entire facade; its metal roof comes about a foot short of the eave 
line. 

On both the north facade and west gable end are two windows of 6/6, 
double-hung sash with narrow wood lintels. Two of these are boarded up. 
Above these in the west gable are two six-light windows with wood lintels; 
the north one retains a pair of shutters, in poor repair. Two other six-
right windows are located in the east gable as well. Above the two windows 
on the north facade are two horizontal windows with sliding sash; these 
appear to have been added later. 

Because the tollhouse is boarded up, it was not possible to enter it 
for the purposes of this report. However, the building retains its 
original wide board floors, a late 19th century mantel, and a tight 
winder staircase. 

Attached to the east end of the tollhouse is a frame outbuilding 
which is covered with vertical boards and has a brick chimney. A small 
shed-roofed addition is attached to the north side of this. These 
additions obscure the first floor of the east end. 

Plans have been made by the current owner, a developer, to donate 
the tollhouse property to a local preservation group for a community-
related purpose. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Since there are no navigable streams through Frederick County, the people here 
haye been dependent on roads as a system of transportation from the county's 
beginning. The Monocacy Road was petitioned for by Joseph Wood in 1746 and 1749. 
Following much the same route as the later Woodsborough and Frederick Turnpike, the 
road went through present day Woodsboro from Frederick City, 

As Frederick County developed, more roads v/ere needed to service the Increasing 
traffic. Local people were hesitant to underwrite the costs of new roads, however, 
because the main ones were so heavily traveled by people moving west. Turnpikes built 
by private companies and financed by tolls proved to be a solution, 

This tollhouse was once one of many such properties 1n use 1n Frederick and 
other western Maryland counties. Today perhaps half a dozen of these remain 1n 
Frederick County, of which this is the least altered. 

By 1831 there were approxlmatley thirteen turnpikes in and around the City of 
Frederick.1 One was the Woodsborough Turnpike Company — Ezra Cramer, Michael Shank, 
Daniel Burrler, Dewitt C. Johnson and John Norrls, directors — which was first 
organized in 1855.2 The toll road led from Frederick through Walkersville to Woods­
borough, connecting with other roads which led to York, Lancaster, and finally 
Philadelphia. The tollhouse near Walkersville was one of many tollhouses along the road, 

The Woodsborough and Frederick Turnpike Company was Incorporated in September 
1869 "for the purpose of keeping in repair and good traveling condition, the turnpike 
road from Woodsboro to Frederick and Libertytown Turnpike."3 

Although it is not known when the tollhouse was built, a building 1s located on 
the Isaac Bond Map of 1858 as a "toll house." It is possible that the building was 
used as a residence before it was owned by the turnpike company, since the Johnsons 
reserved the right for use of the well of water on the premises when the property 
was sold.^ By the early 20th century, the turnpike had disbanded and the toll property 
was sold. 

1Thomas Scharf, History of Western Maryland. 

2Frederick County Land Records, ES7/439, May 20, 1855. 

3Frederick County Acts of Incorporation Record 1858-1830, p.81, September 18, 1869, 
4Frederick County Land Records ES7/439 
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